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'_ was ﬂexlble and people were allowed to change
- their occupations,

Women held an important position in society.
‘The Aryans worshipped forces of nature. They

sang hymns in praise of the gods and performed
- sacrifices,

~* The Aryans were mainly a pastoral people. They

did not trade much with foreign lands.

ViTaAL WORDS

Aryans: a group of people who are believed to have
come to India from Central Asia; the word literally
means ‘noble’

Vedas: a collection of prayers and other religious
compositions of the Aryans

patriarchal: a family system where the eldest male
member is the head of the family

varna: caste 1

yagnya: ritual involving sacrifices

QUESTION TIME
A. Fill in the blanks.

= Thz Aryans came to India from Cm@i

near the

2. Most of the knowledge we have of the Aryans is |
from the Mﬂéi&_

3. The four Vedas were the glam
%‘ﬂm dthe

4, The 3ead of the family in Aryan society was called

5. Aryan women from royal families could choose
thgir husbands through a ceremony called the
6. The Arians drank &emaL., a juice of a plant,

and , @ barley drink.

B. Tick the sentences that are true. Correct the

others. mx\"““’b“ﬁ

1. There are several archaeological evigences of the

coming of the Aryans into India. ",
2. The Brahmanas explain the Vedic text and

rituals. 750.&’. Commt™
3. The samiti was an assembly of elders. Fafu

4, Agniwas to&yedlc od fﬁre“ﬁ}mﬂ

5. The Aryans tra tensively with foreign |an e
in the Early Vedic Age.

C. Multiple choice questions.
1. The meaning of the word ‘Aryan’ is:

a) outsider
b) warrior
c) uncivilised

Mloble

3.. The meaning of the term ‘Sapta Sindhu’ is:

a) fertile area
seven rivers
c) seven lakes
d) desert area
3. The river that has dried up in the Sapta Sindhu
region is:
a) Ganga
Saraswati
c) Yamuna
d) Godavari

4. The animal commonly used as a unit of exchange
in the Early Vedic Period was:

he cow
b) the deer
c) the ox
d) the cat

_I;/Match the following.

. vaishyas a. Holy Land

b. to hear : @
c. merchants @

. Brahmavarta d. god of rain @

. Shruti €. upper garment

E. Answer in brief.

. Varuna

1

2

3. uttariya
3 :

5

- Name the main religious texts of the Aryans.

What was the caste system? What were the four
main castes?

il

3. What was the main food of the early Aryans?

4. What system of trade did the Aryans practice?
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